Animal Law Services
in Australia

There are a range of animal law organisations
and law firms offering animal law services
across Australia.

The table below provides information on some of the animal
law organisations and law firms offering animal law services
in Australia.

This is not a comprehensive list, and Voiceless does not
recommend or endorse any of the entities listed.

If you are aware of an organisation or law firm that should
be included on this table, please complete this survey.

Queries can be directed to: legal@voiceless.org.au

voiceles;‘S%

the animal protection institute
voiceless.org.au


http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/9QCX6TV 

ANIMAL LAW ORGANISATIONS

Legal Advice

Jurisdiction

Areas of practice

Limitations

Other services

Law student
internships and/or
PLT placements

VOICELESS.ORG.AU | PG 2

General information

based in Melbourne.

Lawyers for Animals
is entirely volunteer-
run, is not a law firm
and cannot give legal
advice by telephone
or email.

Legal advice is
provided through the
Animal Law Clinic

at the Fitzroy Legal
Service.

Does not provide ongoing
representation.

Follow-up appointments
at the Clinic may be
booked, if necessary.

The Clinic operates

to promote animal
welfare, so it only offers
appointments in situations
where the client’s
interests appear to align
with the interests of the
animal(s) concerned.

Provide education
to the public and
high school and law
students on animal
law.

Run animal law
events.

or not you might be
able to afford to pay a
private lawyer, in case
a targeted referral is
needed.

Animal Defenders Yes. National. General (any animal Do not assist animal No charge. Law reform The ADO offers Email:
Office law related matters). | breeders, veterinary submissions on internships to law contact@ado.org.au
. ) ) , negligence cases, internal animal law issues. students and PLT
National non-profit Companion animal organisational disputes. placements for law Contact form:
community legal matters. Provide education to graduates. www.ado.org.au/advice
centre specialising in law students and the .
animal law. Dangerous dog cases. public on animal law. Phone: 0428 416 857.
Ady|§|ng animal Run animal law
activists. events.
Animal Law Institute | Yes. National. Strategic Litigation. Limitations are outlined No charge. Run animal law No. As ALl is an entirely Applications for legal assistance
. ) on the ALl website here. e events. volunteer-run can be made via the Animal
National non-profit Strategic litigation organisation, they take | Law Institute website (www.ali.
community legal is no-win, no-fee. on strategic legal cases | org.au) under the tab ‘Legal'.
centre specialising in only and are limited in
animal law. the assistance they can
provide.
Law Institute of No. Victoria. General (any animal Do not offer legal advice. | NA. Write submissions No. The Committee’s Email:
Victoria Animal law related matters.) and conduct policy past submissions alhrsection@liv.asn.au
Welfare Committee o work in animal can be found on the
, Strategic Ligitiation welfare and animal LIV website under
Committee of the Law law and promote law “Advocacy’: Website:
Institute of Victoria, reform. https://www.liv.asn.au/ hitps: S liv.asn.au/
focusing on animal Professional-Practice/Areas-of-
BTE S Consider all animal rofessional-Practice/Areas-0
welfare matters in Law/Get-Involved#14
the law reform and
policy space with a
particular focus on
Victoria.
Lawyers for Animals | Yes — through the National, but only | General (any animal The Clinic only offers one- | No charge. Law reform No (Clinic When seeking For information on how to
National non-profit Animal Law Clinic provide legal law related matters). | off advice to assist clients submissions on volunteers only). assistance, please book an appointment at the
ENOTEL MEITHOaI at the Fitzroy Legal advice in VIC. to run their own cases. animal law issues. mention your location, | free Animal Law Clinic run
animal law think-tank | goryice. and advise whether in partnership with Fitzroy

Legal Service, see: http:/
lawyersforanimals.org.au/
clinic-2/

Clients should telephone the
Fitzroy Legal Service to book an
appointment: (03) 9419 3744.

For referral to private lawyers,
especially in Vic: enquiries@
lawyersforanimals.org.au
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ANIMAL LAW ORGANISATIONS

Legal Advice Jurisdiction  Areas of practice Limitations Otherservices ~ lawstudent  General information
internships and/
or PLT placements
NSW Young Lawyers | No. NSW. NA. The NSW Young Lawyers | NA. Law reform No. The Committee holds Email:
Animal Law Animal Law Committee submissions on meetings on the last alc.chair@younglawyers.com.
Committee provides general legal animal law issues. Monday evening au
information, not advice, . . of each month .
Young ILawyers on a range of animal ProwdeT animal law (excluding January Facebook:
Eomguttge of fﬂl]\fSW protection issues. education to students. and December). These www.facebook.com/nswyl.alc/
f(?gtljsir?mgt]ygnimal : Run animal law meetings are opento | wep;
- ma‘?ters events. the public and vegan | www.lawsociety.com.au/
' refreshments are legal-communities/NSW-young-
provided. lawyers/committees/animal-law
For more information,
contact alc.chair@
younglawyers.com.au
Voiceless, the animal | No. National. NA. Voiceless does not NA. Through the Animal Please email info@ | Animal lawyers, Email:
protection institute provide legal advice. Law Education voiceless.org.au academics and law info@voiceless.org.au
rogram, Voiceless to register your students are welcome .
A national non-profit prog gister y Website:

think tank, devoted to
animal protection and
animal law education.

develops tertiary
animal law
educational resources
in collaboration

with the Bond
University Gentre for
Professional Legal
Education.

The Voiceless Animal
Law & Education
Manager is also
available to deliver
guest lectures on
animal law.

interest in being
notified when
legal volunteer
and internship
opportunities
become available.

to join Voiceless
Animal Law Talk on
Facebook to keep
up-to-date with animal
law news: https://www.

facebook.com/groups/
Voicelessl awTalk/

WWw.voiceless.org.au/animal-
law
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LAW FIRMS
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Legal
Advice

Jurisdiction

Areas of practice

Limitations

Other services

Law student internships
and/or PLT placements

General information

Contact

Christie Nelson Yes. National. General (any animal NA. Yes. NA. No. NA. Contact: Thomas Christie.
Geysen (CNG) Law law related matters). -
Some pro bono. Email: info@cnglaw.com.au
Strategic litigation.
rategic figaton Phone: (07) 3398 1819.
Companion animal
matters.
Dangerous dog cases.
Equilegal Yes. National. Strategic litigation. Does not defend in animal | Yes. Writing law reform Both law students and PLT NA. Contact: Leah Manning
) welfare matters. submissions on students. , )
Equine law. Some pro bono. animal law issues Email: leah@equilegal.com.au
' Students can email their Phone: 0413 478 47
resume to leah@equilegal. one: 0413 478 478.
com.au Website: www.equilegal.com.au
Students are eqused to all Facehook: https:/www.
areas of the practice and facebook.com/equilegal.au/
are involved in research and
assisting in file work.
Icon Legal Yes National General (any animal | Animal cruelty cases or Yes. Writing law reform Both law students and PLT NA. Email (Leah Manning, Principal):
law related matters). | any cases against the submissions on students. leah@siconlegal.com.au
o RSPCA. S0me Pro bono. | animal Jaw issues. . .
Strategic litigation. Interested students may Website: www.iconlegal.com.au
il thei Leah
Companion animal i Phone: (07) 3399 6006.
matters. com.au ' .
Dangerous dog cases. Students undertake research
tasks and work alongside the
Principal on files for clients.
K & R Animal Law Yes. National (online). General (any animal Do not assist people Yes. Law reform Yes — law students only. K &R are passionate Contact:
National law related matters). | who obtain an economic 3 b submissions on D h ¢ | about advancing the https://www.kandranimallaw.
| atufqna Advising animal benefit from animals (e.g. | °°M€ PrODONO. | animal law matters. | 2° noth_ave atorma interests of animals and | com.au/contact-us
aw irm vising animay dog breeders). , internship program. their human defenders.
specialising activists. Any animal law | d leaal vol
exclusively General leaal s Do not take on related services ntereste ﬁega vo Lﬁnteers_ | | They take on matters
in animal ; eneral legal ﬁerwcesk matters where K & R's required by clients, lmay bf 0 deredkad 0C animal | yhere their involvement
law. or people with a track | jnyolvement may lead to subject to logistical aw related tasks. is likely to lead to a

record of helping
animals.

an adverse animal welfare
outcome.

constraints.

positive animal welfare
outcome.



mailto:info@cnglaw.com.au
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Legal Jurisdiction  Areas of practice Limitations Otherservices ~ Law student General information Contact
Advice internships and/or
PLT placements
Maurice Blackburn Yes. National. Strategic litigation. As the Animal Law Program is Yes. Law reform No. NA. Website contact:
Lawyers ) ) a pilot program, there is limited submissions on https://www.mauriceblackburn.
Qat'onﬁl A|n|ma| law-related | canacity for Maurice Blackburn | SOME Pro bONO. | animal jaw matters. com.au/contact/
ustralian class actions and Lawyers to provide legal advice or N
social consumer law representation Host and facilitate Telephone contact:
justice matters. ' animal law events. 1800 621 880.
law firm, Staff are required to refer animal
with a pilot law-related enquiries out to other
Animal Law organisations, but will consider
Program. them internally too.
If legal advice or representation
can be provided, staff will
be in contact to arrange an
appointment.
Maurice Blackburn Lawyers
regrets that it is unable to
respond to every enquiry.
Ocean Legal Yes. National (VIC General (any animal NA. Yes. Law reform No. Family Lawyer/ Contact: Marilyn Nuske.
based, some law related matters). submissions on Family Mediation/ Email
national advice). o SOme Pro bono. | animal faw issues. Conveyancing/Animal mail:
Strategic litigation. Rights Lawyer. marilyn@oceanlegal.com.au
o Provide animal law ' .
aAgtY\l/SléTg animal education to students. Ocean Legal have been | Phone: 0400 784 754.
- Run animal law involved in trying to end | wepsite:
Wildlife matters events the use of 1080 poison | www.oceanlegal.com.au/
(including dingoes : on a national basis,
and other native as well as 1080 aerial
wildlife). baiting in Victoria.
Family Law, They are keen to hear
Conveyancing & Wills. from people who
have lost any animal
(domestic/wildlife) to
1080 who are prepared
to write up a statement.
Thexton Lawyers Yes. National. General (any animal NA. Yes. NA. Yes — both law NA. Contact: Glenn Thexton.
law related matters). Some pro bono students and PLT Email:
o ' il ts. :
Strategic litigation. students glenn@thextonlawyers.com.au
Apply vi
Dangerous dog cases. er?w%%:vé?enn@ Phone: 0410 639 921.
thextonlawyers. Website:
com.au https://thextonlawyers.com.au/
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Contact

Anderson Fredericks | Yes. QLD. Dangerous dog cases. NA. Yes. NA. Yes — PLT students NA. Email: brishane@aft.legal
ly.
I\l(ljl;’r:galt.:;vyers & Advising animal activists. No pro bono. only Website: www.aft.legal
. Students can apply to
Criminal Law matters. brisbane@aft legal
McNamara Law Yes. QLD General (any animal law NA. Yes. Education to high No. N/A https://www.mcna.com.au/
related matters). school students. contact-us/
No pro bono.
Strategic litigation.
Companion animal matters.
Dangerous dog cases.
TLG LAW - Family, Yes. QLD (some General (any animal law No dangerous dogs cases. | Yes. Run animal law Yes — both law NA. Email: TLG@TLGLAW.COM.AU
i i national matters). | related matters). events. students and PLT
f:":,d’e“ and Animal ' ) | .) Some probono. | & atudents Phone: (07) 3009 5388.
Com?a”'onla”'ma' maters. Mobile: 0425 831 498.
Advising animal activists. Website: httos://
tlglawfamilychildrenandanimallaw.
com.au/contact-us
0’Toole Lawyers Yes. South Australia. General (any animal law NA. Yes. Writing law reform No. NA. Contact: Susan O'Toole
related matters). submissions on ,
Some pro bono. animal law issues Email: susan@otoolelawyers.
Companion animal matters. ' com.au
Dangerous dog cases. Website:
' . http://otoolelawyers.com.au/
Provide pro-bono advice
and representation to no-kill
shelters.
Shaw & Henderson Yes. South Australia. Companion animal matters. | Do not act for people Yes. Education to law Yes — both law N/A Email:
accused of animal cruelty students. students and PLT admin@shawandhenderson.
Dangerous dog cases. offences. Some pro bono. students. com.au
Advising animal activists. Students should Phone: (08) 8221 6237,
Veterinary negligence. email: rshaw@ o b,
ynegig shawandhenderson. Website: http://www.

com.au

shawandhenderson.com.au/
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Legal Jurisdiction Areas of practice Limitations Costs Other services Law student General information Contact
Advice internships and/or
PLT placements

Clancy & Triado Yes. Victoria. Custody/time arrangements | NA. Yes. NA. No. NA. Nicky Neville-Jones is the contact.
Lawyers involving animals after a
relationship breakdown.

Email (Nicky Neville-Jones):
nicky.neville-jones@clancytriado.

com.au
Website:
https://www.clancytriado.com.au/
Melke Legal Yes. Victoria. General (any animal law NA. Yes. Happy to speak with No. N/A Phone: (03) 8802 7825.
related matters). No pro bono students and animal Website:
T : tecti :
Strategic litigation. E(r)cr)]gc 1on groups pro http://www.doglawyer.com.au/

) . contact-us/
Companion animal matters.

Dangerous dog cases.

Farmers and breeders.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Maureen 0’Connell Yes. WA. General (any animal law NA. Yes. NA. No. NA. Contact:

Lawyer related matters). SoMme pro bono maureenoconnelllawyer.com.au

This is not a comprehensive list, and Voiceless does not recommend or
endorse any of the entities listed. If you are aware of an organisation or law
firm that should be included on this table, please complete this survey. Version 1 (July 2020)



https://www.clancytriado.com.au/
http://www.doglawyer.com.au/contact-us/ 
http://www.doglawyer.com.au/contact-us/ 
http://maureenoconnelllawyer.com.au
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/9QCX6TV 

