WHERE DOES IT COME FROM?

Each year in Australia, over 600 million chickens are i‘
slaughtered for human consumption. !‘, P t
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£ Freedom from discomfort
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4§ Freedom from hunger and thirst

Freedom from pain, injury or disease

&3 Freedom to express normal behaviour

|
) | & Freedom from fear and distress

Chickens can feel pain and

EXPERIENCE SUFFERING

Not all chickens are able to enjoy the five freedoms. There
are various welfare issues associated with chicken meat

Y W’ farming in Australia.
P4

DID YOU KNOW - 2

that chickens can make at least 26 \

DIFFERENT

meaningful vocalisations?

Forage

STOCKING
DENSITY

Broiler chickens in intensive systems are housed
in long, generally windowless sheds. An average
150m x 15m shed houses approximately 40,000
chickens. These sheds are only slightly larger than
5 basketball courts.

HOW are brO”er ChICkenS In Australia, most of the 600 million+ In these conditions, it is difficult for the chickens to

R S Y S NN G : move freely, socialise and engage in natural behaviour.
FA R M E D I N kept in intensive ‘factory farms’, e N A Stocking densities are generally lower, though still

with less than a quarter kept in free relatively high, in free range systems.

AUSTRALIA? =i
INTENSIVELT VTN

In intensive farming systems, producers are able to
maximise the amount of meat they produce within their
available space by housing animals in close conditions.

Perch Nest
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FREE RANGE In response to consumer concerns about welfare issues,
some producers have turned to free range farming
F ARM I N G systems where there are generally lower stocking

densities and chickens have access to an outdoor range.

Although there are still welfare issues in these systems, 2
chickens are able to go outside and experience sunlight,

and have greater space to move freely, socialise and

engage in natural behaviour.

Free range

Sources are cited in the Fact Sheet available at: WWW.VOICELESS.ORG.AU/EDUCATION
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