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As you watch oceanographer Sylvia Earle’s Ted Talk, answer the following questions: 

1. Earle makes the comparison of the world to the ‘World Bank’ – what does she mean by this?  

 

2. Why is the ocean so important? Note down as many points as possible that Earle raises in her speech.  

 

3. What impact does excess carbon dioxide have on our environment, human beings, and the sea?  

4. What is the shocking statistic to do with ‘by-catch’?  

5. What’s the good news?  
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6. How much of the world’s land is protected to safeguard biodiversity?  

 

 
7. How many places in the world can you find natural marine sanctuaries?   

 

 8. In which countries/continents is the land protected, but not the sea?  

 

9. Earle frequently uses the metaphor of a ‘life support system’ – what point is she trying to make?  

 

10. What does Earle say ‘we need’ to do?  
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